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When Charity Doesn’t Start at
Home: The Torture Victims Relief
Act and Female Inmates in the U.S.

By Maria Angela Buenaventura

NAWL has established the annual Selma
Moidel Smith Law Situdent Writing
Competition to encourage and reward origi-
nal law student writing on issues concern-
ing women and the law. This is the first
vear of the competition and we were grafi-

fied to receive many superb entries. The

winning essay is by recent Northwestern
University School of Law graduate M.
Angela Buenaventura. A biography of
Buenaventura is at the conclusion of the
article.

Selma Moidel Smith, in whase honor
the Competition is named, has been an
active member of NAWL since 1944, Smith
is the author of NAWLS Centennial History
(1999), and recently received NAWLE
Lifetime of Service Award. She is a past
Western Region Director, State Delegate

from California, and chair of numerous

NAWL committees. Smith served two terms
as president of the Women Lawyers
Association of Los Angeles, and was receni-
Iv named their first and only Honorary Life
Member. She was also president of the Los
Angeles Business Women 5 Council. In the
ABA Senior Lawyers Division, Smith was
appointed the chair of the Editorial Board
of Experience magazine (the first woman to
hold that position) and was elected to the
governing Council for four vears, also serv-
ing as chair of several committees and as
NAWL5 Liaison to the Division. Smith is a
member of the Board of Directors of the
California Supreme Court Historical
Saciety. She was president, and also a
Charter Member, af the National Board of
the Medical College of Pennsylvania, which
recently honored her at the Board 5 50th
anmiversary.

Smiith 5 career as a general civil practi-
tioner and litigator are recognized in the

first and subsequent editions of Who's Who

in American Law and Who’s Who of
American Women, and also in Who's Who
in America, among others. Her articles on
the history of women lawyers have been
published in the Women Lawyers Journal

22 « WOMEN LAWYERS JOURNAL — SPRING 2006

and Experience magazine, and have been
posted online by the Stanford Women s
Legal History Biography Project (together
with her own biography). Her original
research includes the discovery of the first
fwo women members of the ABA (Mary
Grossman and Mary Lathrop), both of
whom were vice presidents of NAWL.

She is also a composer. Many of her
100 piano and instrumental works have
been performed by orchestras and at
the National Museum of Women in the
Arts. She is listed in the International
Encyclopedia of Women Composers.

I. Introduction

The United States government funds
over 200 centers, both at home and abroad,
to treat victims of torture through the Torture
Victims Relief Act (TVRA)!  Although
TYVERA funds have been extremely beneficial
to the treatment of torture victims and the
prevention of torure, the fact that the U5
government Tunds these centers has negative
implications for domestic victims of torture.

Under the TVREA definition of torture,
women who are raped in U.S. prisons quali-
fy as victims of torture? However, with
respect to torture treatment centers, the pro-
vision of treatment and services to female
inmates who have been raped in U.S, prisons
would mean recognizing that torture occours
within the U.S. Thus, because these torture
treatment centers rely so heavily on fedeml
funding, they make a political decision to
refrain from treating these women. This
political decision is very unfortunate, given
the fact that treatment options for survivors
of prison rape are severely lacking.

In this paper, T will discuss the conflict
between political constraints on TVEREA-
funded centers and the needs of female
inmates who have survived torture. In Part 11
of this paper, | will discuss well-documented
cases of rape in women's prsons and why
such harms qualify as torture under the
TVRA. In Part I11, T will outline the provi-
sions of the TVREA and discuss the many
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